ﬁﬂ Hansard
mﬁm Official Report of Debates

Nml

e Legislative Assembly of Ontario 38th Parliament

JOHN YAKABUSKI, M.P.P. - BENFREW-NIPISSING-PEMBROKE

Renewable Energy Tues Sept 14, 2010

Mr. John Yakabuski: My question is for the Premier. Premier, a year ago, you, through
your former energy minister, George Smitherman, said the Green Energy Act would cost
families “approximately 1% per year,” but the Canadian Manufacturers and Exporters
association says your multi-billion-dollar sweetheart deal with Samsung will add $732 a
year to the energy bills of struggling Ontario families. Your energy schemes have Ontario
families afraid to open their hydro bills.

Why did you tell Ontario families who are struggling to keep up that their energy bills
would go up by only 1% when you knew they would go up by much more?

Hon. Dalton McGuinty: To the Minister of Energy.

Hon. Brad Duguid: We believe in a strong, reliable and clean energy system that
families and businesses in this province of Ontario can count on. Ontarians expect us to
keep the lights on and they know that to build the energy supply we need to make the
necessary investments to ensure that we can do that. These critical—

Mr. John Yakabuski: You used to say “affordable.”

The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): The member from Renfrew, you just asked the
question. When you’re heckling, | don’t know how you can hear the answer. If you’re not
satisfied in the end with the answer, you can call for a late show.

Minister?

Hon. Brad Duguid: These critical investments that are needed now are needed because
previous governments neglected this responsibility. The Tory system we inherited in
2003 was in shambles. It was weak, it was unreliable, it was dirty. Tim Hudak didn’t get
it then when he was sitting in cabinet. He does not get it now.

Not only is our energy plan creating strong, reliable, clean energy, it’s also creating
50,000 jobs, jobs that they—

The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): Thank you. Supplementary?



Mr. John Yakabuski: | think the minister needs some new notes.

Canadian Manufacturers and Exporters are not alone in sounding the alarm about your
out-of-control green energy experiment. A September 2010 report prepared for BMO
Capital Markets entitled Basic Points took note of Dalton McGuinty’s so-called Green
Energy Act. They call it a “bizarre electric generation construction program based on
very optimistic costs for building wind farms, and wildly optimistic expectations for their
effectiveness.”

What more do you need said to understand that struggling Ontario families cannot afford
to pay for your experiments any longer?

Hon. Brad Duguid: Not only is our Green Energy Act building a strong, reliable and
clean energy system, it’s creating 50,000 jobs across Ontario and attracting billions of
dollars of investment into our green energy economy. Ontarians need to know this, and
maybe the member should listen for a second—Ontarians deserve to know this: Tim
Hudak wants to kill those jobs and destroy the strong, reliable and clean energy system
that Ontarians have worked so hard for.



