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Mr. John Yakabuski: My question is for the Premier. Premier, when I first heard 
someone in your caucus say that morale over there is lower than a gutter snake on a back 
country road, I thought they were saying it because you didn’t like them. I’m not saying 
this statement came from the member from Don Valley East, but, after you made him 
carry George Smitherman’s dirty laundry in the eHealth boondoggle, no one would 
blame him if he did. Your former health minister is going rogue, with plans to charge 
Ontario families $50 a month for tap water and dividing your caucus over whether to 
make the TTC an essential service. Is your caucus leaking their discontent and going 
rogue because they don’t like you? 
 
Hon. Dalton McGuinty: This is what the official opposition has been reduced to. 
Families are concerned about their jobs, about the future of our economy, about our 
ability to come together and work in their interests, to ensure that we can make sure that 
health care is sustainable as the baby-boomers march towards their retirement starting 
next year. Those are the things that weigh heavily on their minds, and all my honourable 
colleague opposite wants to do is play silly politics. It’s a sad statement; it’s an 
unfortunate development. 
I look forward, in the supplementary, to something that addresses the economy, health 
care, education, what we can doing together to build a stronger Ontario for all the people 
of Ontario. 
 
The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): Stop the clock for a moment. I would remind the 
honourable member, as well, of comments that I made last week that we should not be 
addressing questions that pertain to internal affairs of any of the parties, that you should 
be putting forward questions that pertain to issues of importance to Ontarians. 
 
Mr. John Yakabuski: The member for Don Valley East isn’t an isolated case. You also 
proposed a government resolution that you said would be debated over four days. But just 
like with your job creation promises, what you said and what you deliver are two 
different things. Debate on the resolution collapsed after just four speakers. It’s a clear 
sign that the Liberal caucus doesn’t want to carry the can for any more PR schemes 
cooked up by Dalton McGuinty’s inner circle of unelected political advisors. None of 
your members in the House, not the Acting Premier, nor the Minister of Revenue, stood 
up to rescue the debate. You must be embarrassed. Will there be more changes in the 
front bench during prorogation? 
 



Hon. Dalton McGuinty: I want to say to my colleagues opposite, that it’s my sense, it’s 
my firmest belief that ultimately, what we do and say here is not about us; it’s about the 
people of Ontario; it’s about their hopes, their aspirations, their values ...  
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 … that ultimately, what we do and say here is not about us; it’s about the people of 
Ontario, their hopes, their aspirations, their values, their longings, their yearnings and 
their futures. I think they want us to focus on their health care and want us to focus on 
their economy, their jobs, their environment, their infrastructure and their transit—all 
those kinds of things. I just don’t see any of that in this question, and I encourage my 
colleague, when the next time comes around for him to ask a question, that he focus on 
those things that are important to Ontarians. 

 


