
 
 
 
 
 

February 23, 2010 

Point of Order 

The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): The member from Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke. 

Mr. John Yakabuski: On the same point of order, Mr. Speaker: I appreciate the third 
party House leader for raising this point of order this morning. I don't have the references 
to your new book in here as well, but I do support what he is speaking about, which is 
that it is our fundamental right to question the government and to hold them accountable, 
and that question period is the most appropriate time in which to do so. When you have a 
situation like you have today, where a quarter or more of the government ministers are 
missing, it in fact implies that our rights are not considered as important to this 
government. 

Having said that, I've always been disappointed in the fact that I've never lived on the 
government side of the House and have only lived on the opposition side of the House, 
and I wish that there was a standing order that would imply that they have to actually do 
something when they do attend question period in the House; that is, to actually answer 
questions. We understand that they don't have to do that, but we should expect, and we 
have the right to expect, that they would at least be here to answer our questions. 

It's even more appropriate this week. I think it should be pointed out that this is one of the 
most important weeks for rural Ontario municipalities in their calendar year, and that is 
when the OGRA/ROMA conference is on. The government, because they have a disdain 
for rural people, is making sure that we're in the House doing our job while they can send 
all kinds of people down to the ROMA conference, and thus not allow us to join with our 
municipal partners, because we're doing our job in the House while they ensure that our 
municipal partners aren't joined by their provincial members. I think that's something that 
should be addressed as well, something this House should be considering, and that is not 
sitting when the OGRA/ROMA conference is on, to show some respect for the rural 
municipalities of Ontario as well. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. That's my issue on this point of order. 

 


