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Road Safety Act, 2009 
 

Mr. John Yakabuski: I'm not sure where everybody stands on this piece of legislation in 
this place today, but I'm against it. I think it was an overreaction on the part of a 
government to a terrible tragedy. Nothing we can do in this Legislature or anywhere else 
is going to turn back that clock. 

I think some of the things that they have done have unfairly targeted young, responsible 
drivers. I know that most young people don't go out and vote, so the government feels 
they're probably okay in taking those measures. But this was the wrong approach, by 
making it harder and more difficult for our responsible young people to enjoy the same 
benefits as adults when it comes to driving privileges. 

The graduated licence system has worked very, very well over the last number of years 
that it's been in place. But putting in additional restrictions simply on the basis of age-
what about the qualifications of a driver? 

When we talk about impaired driving-something that every person in this Legislature 
would like to see eliminated-the reality is that the people most likely to be driving 
impaired are people more like me, more my age, who grew up in a time when impaired 
driving was not quite so frowned upon. The young people today are so inundated with 
good information and good learning about the evils and the wrongness of impaired 
driving and dangerous driving, yet we, in this legislation, are targeting them because the 
government decided they were going to overreact to a terrible tragedy. That's not the way 
good laws are made, and I will vote against this one. 

 


