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Hydro Contracts

Mr. John Yakabuski: My question is for the Minister of Energy and Infrastructure. Why
would your government be willing to pay a private power producer up to eight cents a
kilowatt hour, causing ever-increasing power prices to our consumers, when our
regulated power provider, Ontario Power Generation, only receives 3.2 cents per kilowatt
hour for their regulated hydraulic resources? Why?

Hon. Gerry Phillips: The member probably knows this, but I'll repeat it for him. The
actual negotiations take place between an organization called the OPA, Ontario Power
Authority, and in this case a hydro dam. The purpose of this is to ensure that Ontario
continues to have clean renewable energy. There are several of these electricity-
producing hydro dams that require a fair bit of refurbishing and whatnot. Ontario Power
Authority wanted to make sure that they would continue to operate for the future, so they
did their role. They sat down and negotiated-in this case with a hydroelectric producer-
arranged the best possible price for the ratepayers and also made sure that this
organization had, for the next 20 years, a renewable resource-

The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): Thank you. Supplementary?

Mr. John Yakabuski: Some deal for the ratepayers. Minister, you know that this year
there was never an inadequate supply of hydraulic power. In fact, OPG was forced to
dump water without spinning turbines many times this summer because the demand was
so low. In fact, there were times that we sold power to the United States at less than a
cent per kilowatt hour. There was no shortage. The fact remains that Ben Chin's umbilical
cord is connected to the Premier's office. He never left there.

The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): I just ask the honourable member to withdraw that
comment.

Mr. John Yakabuski: [ withdraw that.
We all know where Ben Chin came from. He came from the Premier's office and became

vice-president of the OPA. Is this another one of those backroom deals that George
Smitherman signed before heading out the back door?



The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): I've reminded the members before about referring to
members by their riding names.

Mr. John Yakabuski: -that the former Minister of Energy signed before he went out the
back door so he could campaign for the mayor of Toronto while still collecting an MPP's
salary? Reveal all of the details of these backroom deals so the people of the province of
Ontario know how the-

The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): Thank you.

Hon. Gerry Phillips: I really find that a bit unbecoming and offensive. I think the public
should know this: The head of the Ontario Power Authority, the president, Colin
Anderson, a former deputy here, a man of impeccable credentials, is one of the most
respected people I know. He is responsible for this. I find it, to say the least, offensive
that you would smear someone like Colin Anderson with a broad brush. I say to the
member, [ would be very cautious about how you deal with people's reputations. I have
enormous respect for Colin Anderson and his integrity. I find it disappointing that you
would use your immunity here to smear the Ontario Power Authority. I find it
unacceptable.



