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Education Amendment Act (Keeping Our Kids Safe at School) 2009, Bill 157

Mr. John Yakabuski: It's a pleasure to comment on the address by the member from
Peterborough. I enjoy it when the member speaks in this chamber, because he does add a
personal touch to it. But on this particular bill, he spoke mostly about his personal
experience and almost never touched on the bill, because there isn't much in the bill.

The reality is that so much of what this government has done in the last four years is
about bringing forth pieces of legislation that really don't address, or won't accomplish,
the intended goals of the government. It's just fitting into the political agenda of the
government.

The member for Peterborough talks about the history. I can well imagine that when he
was a young student in that system-and | don't know if he's young or old; I think we're
around the same age, but maybe he's a little younger-could he have envisioned that we
would be living in a time when 23 schools in Toronto have a policeman on site because
of violence in our schools, because of bullying, because of problems, because of
uncontrolled acts of violence that continue to go on in our schools? Could he have
envisioned at that time, as a student growing up in the system of the 1960s, that we would
actually be dealing with these kinds of issues in the province of Ontario, and particularly
in the city of Toronto, in 2008 and 2009?

This government continues to talk about addressing the problem of violence in schools,
and we're talking about bullying specifically, and mandatory reporting in this instance,
but it clearly has done very little to change the environment and the activities that are
going on in our schools with respect to violence-



