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JOHN YAKABUSKI, M.P.P. - RENFREW-NIPISSING-PEMBROKE

Member’s Statement December 4, 2006

Highway 417

Mr. John Yakabuski (Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke): Since my election to this
House in October 2003, | have continued to bring to the attention of the Minister of
Transportation the importance of prioritizing the four-laning of Highway 417 beyond
Arnprior to Renfrew and beyond.

Finally, we're getting some response from the minister, to the degree that she has
actually written a letter to the editor of the Pembroke Observer. She says, "l want to
assure residents and businesses that the Ontario government understands that
expanding Highway 17 is important to residents in Renfrew county."

She is getting the point. However, these are just words written in the newspaper in
Pembroke. We need some concrete action.

On Wednesday, I'm going to be meeting with ministry officials to discuss highway
improvement plans in my riding of Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke. | have repeatedly
raised this issue in question period. | have been presenting a petition for weeks now. We
have made the point that the economic future of Renfrew county depends on the four-
laning of this highway. When | talk to mayors and reeves in the county, they say that this
project is the number one priority.

I think the minister should hear the words of Reta Adlam, who says, "Please don't just
talk about it or make idle promises for the future.... We in this area, the largest county in
the province, demand respect and we demand action now."

We demand it now. We want an answer on Wednesday that this will, in fact, be in next
year's five-year plan.



